
RRTA Meeting
June 4, 2026

Attendance:  Z. Artson-Crichlow, M. Barnum, C. Bonsignore-Kitchen, J. Cox-Hiler, C. Dean, L. Espinosa, K. Evans, K. Fager, M. Ferenchak, B. Gerace, K. Huey, W. Humphrey,  M. Jenkins-Cox, A. Johnson, B. Jones, S. Motten, K. Schultz, G. Shakes, S. Silvio, A. Smith, D. Sullivan, B. Swan,  F. Valente, Y. Wooten, M. Zimmer
Absent:  P. Brody, S. Flynn, D. Jackett, M. Keating, L. Rapkin, C. Smith, J. Zuniga

Also present:   A. Urbanski

 The meeting was called to order at 10:10.

 2.  A moment of silence was observed for teachers who have passed away in the past month:  Raymond Controneo and Philip Fidele.  A $25 donation is made to Books for Kids in memory of any RRTA member.
	
3.  The RRTA minutes are posted on line within a week of the meeting. If there are any questions, contact Mary Zimmer and changes will be announced at the next meeting. 

4.  Adam Urbanski came to speak to the RRTA reps saying that the news is better because the Board adopted the MOA on the payroll problems after 9 months.  Those effected on any delayed money will get 10% over what was owed and on penalties or damages caused by the district error.  Everyone in the teacher unit will get an added paid personal day that can be used in 26-27.  Those leaving the district can use it this June.  The union is still in arbitration with the district over professional development hours and money with Oracle because the system wouldn’t let teachers register or do the survey required.  
	He said that the union continues to fight the cuts from the budget because there are $312 million in reserves and that the district should not deny mental health resources to our students.  NYSUT rep Peter Appleby is carrying out a budget analysis of the district for RTA.  
	Urbanski also said that negotiations for the next year’s contract is beginning.
	There was a question about the ability to do anything to stop the district from selling closed schools to Charter schools.  Adam said that the union has no control, but that the city could use these schools for housing, which is needed more than Charter schools.
	Another question asked about anyone doing a study on why students are leaving the city school district.  
	Adam responded that the Board sends a message to the community that it is dysfunctional and hired a superintendent who does the bidding of the dysfunctional Board.  The superintendent will never agree without going back to the Board.  He feels they should be negotiating with the Board and bypassing the superintendent.  Adam said that this is the least functional superintendent of the 18 he has worked with.
	He also said that Health Benefits are a human right and will work to maintain or improve what is in the contract.  
	
5. Announcements:  The next RRTA meeting will be on October 1.  
	Charlie Dean said that the September COLA will be 1.7% on the first $18,000, which will be a $25.50 per month which is a $306 annual increase.   If you have been eligible for COLA since it began in 2000, your increase has been $552/month ((6,624/year) from your base retirement money.  
	Charlie said that June 14 may be another No Kings Protest Day.
	There was a discussion of having a 250th celebration in the fall for all retirees with a presentation by Steve Schockow on presidents.  
	RTA Retirement Dinner for new retirees is Tuesday, June 9 at Casa Largo.  Mary Barnum shared the folder with information about RRTA, Vote Cope, etc., to keep new retirees involved.
	When the NYS budget was approved, there were some improvements made to Tier 6.  The retirement age (without penalties) was decreased from 62 to 58 with 30 years of service.  (Tier 5 is 57)  All Tier 6 info is on the NYSUT website.

6.  Dress a Girl/Savvy Sewers  —  Gaya Shakes reported that they made 21 dresses and received a thank-you note from Uganda for what was sent to them.  

7.  Books for Kid —  Kathy Evans said that the group went to 3 classes at School 35 in May and will be visiting 4 classes in June at School 33 with books bought for 67 students.  
	The final report was that Books for Kids visited 8 schools, 24 classes, gave away 410 books costing $5,565 with a Barnes and Noble discount during the 2025 - 26 school year.
	The Fall gathering will be on September 10 with information in the RRTA newspaper.  Always looking for new RRTA members to participate.

8.  Spring Picnic —  Organizer Karen Huey reminded everyone that it is June 10 at noon at Braddocks Bay.  Bring a dish to pass or $5.

9.  Newspaper  —  deadline for the August paper is July 30.  There will be a dues appeal, Vote Cope contributor list, and anything else you’d like to share (send to Mary Barnum at RTA).  

10.  RRTA Rep Elections  —  There were 18 open positions.  Thirteen written nominations were sent in, and one nomination was taken from the floor during the meeting. 
	It was moved to proclaim by Mary Barnum that the 14 nominations be the reps for a two-year term (2026-27;2027-28), seconded by Kathy Evans.
Zelda Artson Crichlow, Mary Barnum, Patti Brody, Jocelyn Cox-Hiler, Charlie Dean, Lucia Espinosa, Marie Ferenchak, Sharon Flynn, Karen Huey, Linda Rapkin, Al Smith, Barry Swan, Frank Valente, Yolanda Wooten.

11.  Calendar:  June 10  —  RRTA Picnic
		      June 16  —  RTA meeting at Arbor Loft
		      September 16  —  Fall RRTA picnic
		      October 1  —  RRTA meeting

12.  Al Smith said that there will be a Remembrance for Korean War Vets at White Haven on June 25 at 7 pm, and on July 27, an Armistice of the Korean War will also be held at the same place, same time.  More info, contact Al Smith

13.  June 23 is Primary Election Day  —  Please go and vote for Tom DiNapoli for comptroller, who has protected our retirement money investments honestly and faithfully for years, and for other unions.  He has 2 Democratic opponents, and we need to go out in numbers to support him.  
There have been past comptrollers and one in Georgia who have lost all investments due to poor choices for teacher unions.

14.  Sharon Silvio was impressed with VoteCope literature that Jason Valenti has developed, which is going out to new retirees.  She recommended that all active and retired teachers get this informative literature.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:30.

Mary Zimmer
RRTA Secretary
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