RRTA Meeting
May 7, 2026

Attendance:  Z. Artson-Crichlow, M. Barnum, C. Bonsignore-Kitchen, P. Brody, C. Dean, L. Espinosa, K. Evans, K. Fager, M. Ferenchak, S. Flynn, B. Gerace, W. Humphrey,  M. Jenkins-Cox, A. Johnson, B. Jones, L. Rapkin, K. Schultz, G. Shakes, S. Silvio, D. Sullivan, B. Swan,  F. Valente, M. Zimmer, J. Zuniga
Absent:  J. Cox-Hiler, K. Huey, D. Jackett, M. Keating, S. Motten, A. Smith, C. Smith, Y. Wooten
Also present:  M. Ludwig, A. Urbanski

1.  The meeting was called to order at 10:08.

 2.  A moment of silence was observed for teachers who have passed away in the past month:  Joseph Accongio, Francine (Brown) Conwell, Raul Fernandez, Eric Rice, and Bobbi Wright.  A $25 donation is made to Books for Kids in memory of any RRTA member.
	
3.  The RRTA minutes are posted online within a week of the meeting. If there are any questions, contact Mary Zimmer, and changes will be announced at the next meeting. 
	
4. Announcements:  The next RRTA meeting will be on June 4.
	May 12 is the RTA protest about the cuts to the RCSD budget.  Please come to support the active teachers.  
	The NYSTRA Cola may be 1.7%, which should be a $25.50/month increase in September.

5.  Dress a Girl/Savvy Sewers — Gaya reported that they met in April, making 21 new dresses and power packs.  Shipments were sent to Uganda and South. Africa, with people traveling to Africa.

6.  Adam Urbanski —  Adam said that the payroll issues are almost completed.  He said that this superintendent works very slowly because he won’t sign off on anything until he passes it by the Board.
	Beginning negotiations for the next contract will begin.  The district is looking for health care concessions.  The district is also in negotiations with the other RCSD unions and Adam got them all to agree that they would unite together for maintaining common health care benefits to keep the district from dividing and conquering for lesser benefits.  
	The other issues being protested this week are the elimination of the Home Hospital Department and the laying off of many Social Workers and Counselors.  There is a poster-making session at the RTA office on Monday, May 11, that everyone is invited to come to, and then on Tuesday, May 12, please come at 5 to the Board for protesting and stay for the Board meeting.  The theme is “Rally For Our Students”.  
	Adam said that the Board member whom RTA endorsed and is a teacher, Amy Malloy, insulted Home Hospital Teachers and is voting for all of these cuts, along with Camille Simmons and Kareem McCullough.  Adam asks that everyone email these Board members urging them to change their vote to support students who need these services. He said that it would also be beneficial to send emails thanking those Board members in voting for supporting vulnerable students.  If you live in the city, these emails would truly be supportive.  
	Urbanski said that this superintendent is attempting to bring in practices from Buffalo, where he was an administrator as well as his inner circle employees, whom he is hiring from Buffalo.  Instead of teachers working with Home Hospital students, he wants to put them online.  
	There was a Teach for America Conference recently in Rochester, which is a group supporting charter schools and privatization of schools, ending public education.  The superintendent and the president of the Board were the keynote speakers.  Adam said that unions are what keep public education alive.  

7.  Books for Kids —   Kathy Evans said that the May visit will be to School 35, where they will present books to 55 first graders.  All donations to Books for Kids are tax-deductible.  The September organizational meeting will be on September 10 at 10 am.  All RRTA members are welcome.

8.  Spring Picnic  —  The picnic is scheduled for June 10 at noon at Braddock Bay.  Please bring a dish to pass or $5.
	A motion was made to schedule a fall picnic and invite all new retirees during their retirement dinner on June 9.  C. Dean will look to rent the Braddock Bay shelter for September 16.

9.  Newspaper — The deadline for the August newspaper is July 31.  The Vote Cope list will be included along with the appeal for 2026-27 RRTA dues.

10.  Calendar — May 12 - Protest at Central Office “Rally For Our Students.”
			June 4 - RRTA meeting, 10 am
			June 10 - RRTA picnic at Braddock Bay, noon
			July 31 - deadline for info to share for RRTA newspaper
			Sept 10 - Books for Kids Organizational Meeting, 10 am
			Sept 16 - Fall Picnic

11.  RRTA Rep Election — Based on RRTA membership RRTA has 32 reps.  There are 18 positions open for this 2-year term.  Nominations close at the next RRTA meeting, June 4.  The list of whose terms expire and whose terms have one more year is in the April RRTA minutes and the April RRTA newspaper.

Meeting adjourned at 11:05.

Mary Zimmer
RRTA Secretary
