RRTA Meeting
December 4, 2025

Attendance:  Z. Artson-Crichlow, M. Barnum, C. Bonsignore-Kitchen, P. Brody, J. Cox-Hiler, C. Dean, L. Espinosa, K. Evans, K. Fager, M. Ferenchak, S. Flynn, B. Gerace, K. Huey, W. Humphrey, M. Jenkins-Cox, B. Jones, S. Motten, L. Rapkin, K. Schultz, G. Shakes, S. Silvio, A. Smith, D. Sullivan, B. Swan, Y. Wooten, M. Zimmer, J. Zuniga
Absent:  D. Jackett, A. Johnson, M. Keating, C. Smith, F. Valente
 Also present:  A Urbanski

1.  The meeting was called to order at 10:11.

 2.  A moment of silence was observed for teachers who have passed away in the past month:  Fredericka Macek (RRTA representative), Alice Palokoff, Sue Ann Raymond (honorary RRTA member and wife of the first  RRTA chair, Dick Raymond).  A $25 donation is made to Books for Kids in memory of any RRTA member.
	After the moment of silence many members shared personal stories of Freddi, Sue and Alice.

3.  The RRTA minutes are posted on line within a week of the meeting. If there are any questions, contact Mary Zimmer and changes will be announced at the next meeting. 
	The November minutes had the wrong date at the top and will be revised.

4. Announcements:  The next RRTA meeting will be January 8 at 10 am.
	Charlie Dean shared information from his recent Social Security/Medicare letter that was sent to all citizens receiving benefits.  You should look for your 6 page letter that was sent via email and text, though may have come at different times in November/December. The Social Security COLA is 2.8% this year.
	Charlie shared a chart about the income dependent increase of Medicare.  The basic payment will be $202.90 and then depending on your Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI), you may be paying more on the base for Part B and Part D.  
	Charlie also shared the information about Sue Raymond’s Celebration of Life on Friday evening, January 9, 2026, at Granger Homestead, 295 N. Main St., Canandaigua.

5.  Dress A Girl/Savvy Sewers — Gaya Shakes said that at the group’s meeting in November they made 7 dresses, blanket kits, 21 blankets for refugees and Spiritus Christi church, and 11 power packs for girls.
	They donated 861 pairs of socks to the House of Mercy and she read a thank you note from Chojy Shroeder, representing the refugee group, thanking Dress a Girl for their donations.
	The Holiday Party is a benefit for the Dress a Girl group and will be collecting dark socks and non perishable goods to donated to the Dimitri House and the food pantry at Mt. Olivet.  Please come and be generous.

6.  Books for Kids — Kathy Evans said that there was a problem with the November visit which has been postponed until after Christmas.  December group will be going to School 4 on December 12.  Many donations to Books for Kids come in as a remembrance for a teacher who has passed away.  Kathy read a note from the Marvin Bayles family who thanked the group for this opportunity.  Please remember that donations are tax deductible and checks should be made out to Books for Kids/FLACE.
	Joe Zuniga reminded us that donations to the Peter Castle Scholarship/FLACE is also a tax deductible organization.

7.  Holiday Party — Karen Huey said that the party is scheduled.  It is December 17 (with a deadline of December 8 to sign up) at the Brook House on Ridge Road in Greece.  
	Please bring non perishable goods and adult dark socks that will be taken to shelters.

8.  Newspaper — the deadline is January 2.  Mary Barnum said she needs new material sent to her so if you have anything to share, please have it to her by January 2.  There will be a remembrance of Freddi Macek, so if anyone would like to share, send her a few lines.  Also there will be a list of new RRTA dues payers since the November published list.

9.  Adam Urbanski came in to share information:  He said not much has happened since his report in November.  The Superintendent is anxious to start the multi-year contract negotiations, but the pay issue with Oracle hasn’t been resolved.  The Superintendent publicly says he is looking for a new vendor, but no visible action is being taken.
	The Superintendent has been invited to the Rep Assembly, December 16, meeting to take questions.  Adam said that it may be a difficult time for the Superintendent because there are so many problems in the schools being ignored while they are spending all their time on the pay problems.  Special Ed has been an issue.  PD is not going through the new Oracle format by not accepting enrollment, and the district says that’s because no one is enrolling which becomes a Catch 22.  
	Adam wants retirees to understand that the increase in Health Benefits is not the district’s fault or lack of negotiations on the part of RTA.  It is a result of health benefit rise in costs and the federal issues.  When negotiations begin, one of their requests is that RCSD increase their $200 contribution to retirees, which has been the same contribution for years.

10.  Health Benefits — After Adam left, Charlie Dean wanted to remind everyone that the increase in the Excellus plan that increased this year from 0 to $180 was because the third-party negotiator for health plans, Lawley, 4 years ago, negotiated with Excellus for no increases for 3 years and with MVP for 2 years.  That is why MVP increased their contributions last year and now that the agreement is over for Excellus, their plan has increased.  
	Bills for Excellus customers should be mailed to members and then they will choose to pay monthly by check or arrange to have it taken out of your bank account.  Benefit Solutions is the third party collecting the payment.

11.  Calendar — December 17 — Holiday Party
			January 2 — deadline for articles
			January 8 — RRTA meeting at 10 am	
      Mary Barnum said that there are 603 RRTA dues payers.

12.  Ken Schultz shared information about the AARP Tax Aid Foundation that offers free tax services for anyone.  After January go to AARP.org/taxaidlocator.  Many of the RRTA reps said they used their services for tax preparations and were very happy.  Ken works in the Henrietta office.
He also shared that for years 2025 - 2028 a single person over 65 making less than $75,000, will get $6000 enhanced senior deduction on top of the standardized deduction. (Anyone making over $75,000 will be prorated.)
He said that energy deductions end December 31, 2025 for anyone getting new windows, insulation, furnaces, etc.  If you have questions about tax info, you can go to IRS.gov or google the topic.

13. Al Smith said that Toys for Tots, that he usually helps during the Christmas time recently had an empty warehouse.  Many schools have asked for them to bring toys and Al has worked with School 22 for years bringing presents to every child.  He doesn’t know what will be available for this year.

Meeting adjourned at 11:25.

Mary Zimmer
RRTA secretary
