
RRTA Meeting
October 2, 2025

Attendance:  Z. Artson-Crichlow, M. Barnum, P. Brody, J. Cox-Hiler, C. Dean, L. Espinosa, K. Evans, S. Flynn, K. Fager,, B. Gerace, W. Humphrey, B. Jones,S. Motten, L. Rapkin, K. Schultz, G. Shakes, S. Silvio, C. Smith, F. Valente, M. Zimmer, J. Zuniga
Absent:  C. Bonsignore-Kitchen, M. Ferenchak, K. Huey, D. Jackett, M. Jenkins-Cox, A. Johnson, M. Keating, F. Macek, D. Sullivan, A. Smith, B. Swan, Y. Wooten,
 Also present:  L. Eckartd-Nevol, C. Izzo, M. Ludwig, A Urbanski

 The meeting was called to order at 10:07.

 2.  A moment of silence was observed for teachers who have passed away in the past month: Robert Brody (Patti Brody’s husband, she is an RRTA rep, and he was a retiree), Martin Lynch, Janice Booth Stanton and Ann Weintraub.  A $25 donation is made to Books for Kids in memory of any RRTA member.

3.  The RRTA minutes are posted online within a week of the meeting. If there are any questions, contact Mary Zimmer, and changes will be announced at the next meeting. 

4.  Adam Urbanski came to speak to the RRTA reps: 
	**He spoke about Bob Brady as his friend and colleague
	**He said that they are making some progress on the pay vendor, Oracle. The Superintendent and the Board are believing they need to change from Oracle, but that also will be a slow transfer because of the amount of data and learning the new system. Adam said that they are unable to move on to other issues while dealing with Oracle every day.  The paraprofessionals union (RAP) are having a food drive and are helping members with rent payments.  The union donated at the last rep meeting $2000 for Wegmans gift cards.  Anyone wishing to help can bring canned goods to the RAP office on the second floor of the NYSUT building or to the NYSUT office.  Adam also said that the district admits spending $45 million to the Oracle contract but he believes it is between $60 and $100 million.  The money coming from COVID money sent to school districts.  
	Adam said that the political scene has a more positive outlook after the November elections.

5.  Announcement:  The next RRTA meeting will be on December 4, 2025.
	**Freddi Macek, a long-time RRTA rep and a member on the Labor Council, is in Highland Hospital (1000 South Ave; 14620).  Sharon Silvio said she visited her, and Freddi sent thanks to everyone who worked the phone banks during the election season.
	**Religious Holidays — Charlie Dean reviewed the motion passed at the October meeting to those who could not attend because the meeting was held on a Jewish holiday.  He said that meetings or events will not be scheduled on religious holidays.  Each June, he will review religious holidays for the following school year’s calendar.
	**Health Care — the informational meeting was held on November 5 for retirees; everyone should have received the chart of the offered plans.  You have until December 1 if you want to change plans.  If you don’t want to change plans, you do not have to do anything; it rolls over into the next year.  If you have any questions, you can call Charlie Dean (865-1735).
	**Elections — local elections were successful for Democrats as well as nationwide elections.

6.  Dress a Girl/Savvy Sewers — They met at the end of October and made blankets, dresses, and worked on hygiene packs.  Gaya thanked those who donated.  In October, they collected socks; in November, they will be collecting cleaning goods; and in December, blankets.  Gaya also said the group sent $300 to Paras to use as needed.

7.  Books for Kids — The group went to 2 first grades at School 58, and in November, they will be visiting 6 classes at School 33.  Two members joined the committee and are always welcoming new members.

8.  Holiday Party — Information for the party at the Brook House on December 17 is in the recently sent out RRTA newspaper.  There are vegetarian choices added to the menu.  The deadline is December 8, and members pay $30 and non-members pay $40.  The luncheon begins at 12 noon.

9.  Newspaper — The recent issue was held up by the printer and took 2 days to prepare.  2200 were sent out to all retirees.  The next January paper will only go to members. There are 464 dues payers presently.  Check to see if your name is on the list of dues paying members.  The deadline for the January paper is January 2.  

10.  Calendar:  RRTA meeting December 4 at 10 am; Holiday Party is December 17 at noon with a deadline of December 8.

11.  Delegate Election — The nominations for NYSUT/AFT/NEA delegates has closed for written nominations.  Nominations will be taken at the November RTA meeting.  The election will then be prepared and sent out to everyone by email.

12.  There was a motion to hold a special January election to fill any vacant RRTA rep position.  The motion failed after debate.  It was suggested to invite retiring reps to the first RRTA meeting in October after their retirement to encourage their continued participation in RTA.

Meeting adjourned at 12:17.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Zimmer
RRTA Secretary

